
	  

Dear Prospective Alliance of Career Development Nonprofits Member, 
 
Thank you for your interest in the Alliance of Career Development Nonprofits (ACDN) and for your 
purchase of the New Program Concept Checklist. We’re delighted you’ve taken the first step towards 
offering a truly vital service to your city or community. 
 
In 1997, a group of women representing five “career closet” programs from around the country came 
together to form a national organization that would help them and other programs around the U.S. grow 
and become sustainable. The common bond was their quest to assist low-income women with 
appropriate interview clothing and other services to help them secure stable employment.  Since 1999, 
our members have provided workplace clothing for over 250,000 people. 100% of ACDN programs at 
their core, provide work appropriate clothing; 70% of our programs are providing additional career 
development training.  Now, over half of our members not only serve women, they also serve men, teens, 
and children.  The recent name change from The Women’s Alliance to Alliance of Career Development 
Nonprofits better reflects the expanded audience and expanded services of our member organizations 
 
Now 24 members strong, ACDN provides a means for members to share best practices, to meet others 
who share this passion at our yearly National Conference, and to bask in the camaraderie of making a 
difference in the lives of the women and men we serve. 
 
The New Program Concept Checklist was created to assist people like you who want to start a program in 
your city or community, but are unsure how to go about it. This guide was created by gathering 
information from ACDN members, compiling a list of shared best practices, the resources needed and the 
steps many followed to establish similar programs in their own communities.  The New Program Concept 
Checklist is accompanied by a follow-up telephone consultation to answer any additional questions you 
may have. You will find this most helpful after you have done some of the initial research suggested 
in the checklist. Schedule this consultation by emailing us at info@acdnonline.org.    
 
Remember, the cost of the New Program Concept Checklist is credited towards the $300 startup membership 
fee. By joining ACDN, you will have access to our online Member Portal, a library filled with sample 
forms, copies of operating policies and examples of many of the best practices used by our members. You 
will also have the opportunity to attend the National Conference at the discounted member rate. You will 
be added to our Constant Contact list so that you will receive information about our annual conference.  
This year, our National Conference will be hosted by Jackets for Jobs, Inc. in Detroit, MI, October 16-18, 
2015. To learn more, be sure to visit:  www.acdnonline.org.  
 
Becoming a member of ACDN also lends itself to finding new friends and mentors for your program 
from among our membership. Whether a program is large or small, start-up or well established, we all 
have something to share with each other. This is the synergy we have created within the Alliance. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you to schedule your follow-up telephone appointment. And, the Alliance 
of Career Development Nonprofits looks forward to hearing about your new program and your 
membership in our extraordinary organization! 
 
Best regards, 

 
Carrie Hanson Veurink, Managing Partner 
Alliance of Career Development Nonprofits 
 
Enclosed:  New Program Concept Checklist, ACDN Membership Policy, ACDN Membership Application 
 


